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accordance with new ideas of 'Dominion status5.
High Commissioners for the United Kingdom, per-
forming many of the functions that are discharged
by ambassadors in foreign countries, now reside in
the capitals of Canada, Australia, South Africa,
and New Zealand; and a special representative was
appointed in September 1939 to represent the
United Kingdom Government in Dublin. In trade
matters these officers co-operate with trade com-
missioners, who serve in the principal commercial
cities. The trade commissioners act under the
Board of Trade (Department of Overseas Trade),
and theffigh Commissioners under the Dominions
Office, but they work closely together, particularly
in time of war. Formerly, the Dominion High
Commissioners in London W'ere mainly concerned
with trade and similar affairs, but with the develop-
ment of Dominion autonomy they, too, came to
assume quasi-ambassadorial status, and the most
important matters with which they are normally
concerned are foreign affairs and other issues of
politics. In all international matters of common con-
cern, including defence, the Dominion High Com-
missioners are kept constantly informed, and the
views of their Governments aresought through them.
During the war the system has developed of almost
daily conferences between the High Commissioners
of the four overseas Dominions and the Secretary of
State for the Dominions, who attends meetings of
the War Cabinet for the very purpose of enabling
this close and continuous liaison to be maintained.
The Dominions Office
The Dominions Office was detached from the
Colonial Office in 1925, and given its own Cabinet